
TransTrans--Pacific Pacific 
Dimensions of the Dimensions of the 

“new” RTA “new” RTA 
DevelopmentsDevelopments

Panel Presentation byPanel Presentation by
NeantroNeantro SaavedraSaavedra--RivanoRivano,,

ASC, U. of TsukubaASC, U. of Tsukuba
ASC Consortium Conference,ASC Consortium Conference, PhuketPhuket, May , May 

20032003



The ContextThe Context

�� Ongoing globalizationOngoing globalization
�� Resurgence of RTAsResurgence of RTAs
�� APEC indecisivenessAPEC indecisiveness
�� “Newness” of the TP dimension“Newness” of the TP dimension



AnalysisAnalysis

�� Descriptive imageryDescriptive imagery
�� Reactive explanations:Reactive explanations:

�� To globalizationTo globalization
�� To the slowness of itTo the slowness of it
�� To APEC deficienciesTo APEC deficiencies

�� “Cosmic” models of attraction and “Cosmic” models of attraction and 
ammagalmationammagalmation



IPE ExplanationsIPE Explanations

�� Efforts to broaden politicalEfforts to broaden political--economic economic 
relationsrelations

�� Escape from regional attractionEscape from regional attraction
�� Background: evolving postBackground: evolving post--cold war cold war 

world stageworld stage
�� Precedent: SouthPrecedent: South--South cooperationSouth cooperation
�� A synthesis: PE spatial dynamicsA synthesis: PE spatial dynamics



The Meaning of the TP The Meaning of the TP 
DimensionDimension

�� The West Bank of the Pacific basinThe West Bank of the Pacific basin
�� The East BankThe East Bank
�� APECAPEC
�� A wider meaning?A wider meaning?


