
Building an asia-pacific community 

to prosper together

Openness, innovation, and cooperation



session 1: deepening openness:  

the key spirit of apec and 

the asia pacific community

The Spirit of Openness in a Shifting Climate
 

Remarks by Jonathan Fried, Chair, Canadian National Committee for Asia Pacific Cooperation to 

the PECC 33rd General Meeting

Shanghai, 16 May 2026



Systemic headwinds

• The Industrial Policy “Paradox” and navigating subsidy competition
• Industrial “Involution”:  Managing hyper-competitive domestic support
• Supply Chain Realities:  2026 Chokepoints
• WTO not keeping pace



Foundations of resilience

• APEC Connectivity Blueprint:  

scaling interoperability beyond 

borders

• Regulatory Alignment:  

harmonizing food safety 

Standards (ASEAN FAF-SP 

2026-2030)

• People-to-People:  The 

evolution of the Virtual and 

Biometric ABTC

• Institutional Synergy:  CPTPP as 

“Double Anchors”
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Innovation as a bridge

• Digital Trade:  UNESCAP 

Framework for Cross-Border 

Paperless Trade

• Sustainable AI:  The 2026 

Voluntary Statement and APEC 

AI Initiative

• Labs in Action:  developing 

interoperability of carbon fees 

and digital standards

5



6


	Slide 1
	Slide 2:  session 1: deepening openness:  the key spirit of apec and the asia pacific community  
	Slide 3: Systemic headwinds 
	Slide 4: Foundations of resilience
	Slide 5: Innovation as a bridge
	Slide 6

